HOLY WEEK SERVICES 2023

Holy Wednesday, April 12" — Holy Unction Service of Healing 7:00 p.m.
Holy Thursday, April 13" — Vespers/Divine Liturgy of St. Basil 10:00 a.m.
Holy Thursday, April 13" — Matins & Reading of 12 Passion Gospels 7:00 p.m.
Holy Friday, April 14" — Vespers and Procession with Winding Sheet (Plaschanitza) 7:00 p.m.
followed by placing of Plaschanitza into the Tomb with lamentations

Holy Saturday, April 15" — Vespers/Divine Liturgy of St. Basil 10:00 a.m.

Holy Saturday, April 15" — Blessing of Paschal food in Cultural Center 5:00 p.m.
PASCHA SUNDAY - APRIL 16" — SUNRISE PASCHAL SERVICE 6:00 a.m.

Blessing of Paschal food in Cultural Center after Sunrise Service

PASCHA MONDAY - April 17% — Divine Liturgy (Bright Monday) 10:00 a.m.

PROCESSION HELPERS: We need people to sign up to carry holy items (banners, icons, flag,
etc.) in the processions around the church on Holy Friday and the Pascha Sunrise Service. Please sign
your name on the lists in the vestibule if you would like to help. Church resurrection helpers are also
needed to arrange the sanctuary for the resurrection.

GRAVE WATCH: We are asking members of the parish (men & women) to sign up for the “Grave Watch”
for Holy Friday Evening and Holy Saturday, until 6 p.m. If you served at a grave watch position in past years,
and want to continue, see Fr. Timothy. There is no limit to the amount of people at each grave watch. The
schedule for the grave watch will be posted on the bulletin board today. See Fr. Timothy with any questions or
changes.

COLORED PASCHA EGGS - Again, we would like to repeat the custom of sharing Pascha Eggs in our
parish on Holy Pascha. Fr. Timothy asks that each Family bring one half to one dozen dyed, hard-boiled eggs
to church when they bring their basket to be blessed on Saturday at 5:00 p.m. or Sunday morning before Sunrise
service at 6:00 a.m. Please use only pure food coloring as some dyes are not edible. These eggs will be blessed
on Holy Pascha after Divine Liturgy and distributed to each person in church.

BLESSING OF BASKETS: A colorful Easter custom observed in the Orthodox Church is the blessing of
Easter baskets. Each family prepares a basket which contains all the essentials for a family repast (special
golden-colored bread decorated Easter eggs, ham, sausage, butter, and special foods such as an egg cheese)
which is brought to church to be blessed on Saturday at 5:00 pm in the church hall or Easter/Pascha Sunrise
service to be blessed after church services in the church hall. A lighted candle is placed in each basket. People
often eat their Pascha’s foods after the blessing in the hall or take them home to their families. These baskets
represent a humble offering brought to the Resurrected Christ. (Faith of our fathers)

EASTER EGGS: A custom that is sometimes observed among those of the Orthodox Faith is the presenting
of red colored eggs to friends while giving Easter greetings. This custom had its beginning with Mary
Magdalene. After the Ascension of Christ, she went to the Emperor of Rome and greeted him with, “Christ is
Risen,” as she gave him a red egg. She then began preaching Christianity to him. The egg is symbolic of the
grave and life renewed by breaking out of it. The red symbolizes the blood of Christ redeeming the world,
represented by the egg, and our regeneration through the blood shed for us by Christ. The egg itself is a symbol
of the Resurrection - while being dormant it contains a new life sealed within it. (Faith of ourFathers)



