HOLY MYRHH - BERARING WOMEN

THIRD SUNDAY OF PASCHA

O, Lord you rewarded the Myrhh-bearing Women with the message
of your Resurrection and Glory!

¢ HE IS NOT HERE, BUT IS RISEN!”

In the beginning of His public ministry, our Lord spent much of where His miraculous works
brought the 12 Apostles and other trusted disciples, a group of holy women loyally ministere to
Christ. They believed in the Lord so strongly that, when all others deserted Him, these saintly
women remained at His side, standing sorrowfully in the shadow of the Cross when Christ was
crucified.

Christ’s death on the Cross did not end the devotion of this special group that will forever be
commemorated as the MYRRH-BEARING WOMEN. The Resurrection narrative tells us that
“very early in the morning of the first day of the week,” these dedicated women went to the Lord’s
tomb. They brought myrrh and spices with them, hoping to anoint the Body of their Master,
performing one, final act of service for Him. Imagine their wonder when they found the grave
empty! Bewildered at first, their dismay quickly turned to joy as they heard the words of the
Angel “WHY DO YOU SEEK THE LIVING AMONG THE DEAD? HE IS NOT HERE,

BUT IS RISEN!”

Indeed, the Myrrh-brearing Women were the first to know that Christ had arisen, just as
He had foretold, Their faith in the Saviour was rewarded in this privileged manner!

On this Third Sunday of Pascha, our Holy Church also remembers two secret disciples of
Jesus: Nicodemus, and leader of the Pharisees, and Joseph of Arimathea, a wealty nobleman
who buried Christ in his own tomb in a garden near Golgotha.



