“IF ANYONE THIRSTS, COME UNTO ME AND DRINK”

Thirst is a natural human experience. Simply stated, we could not survive for any length of time
without a regular intake of liquids. It is not surprising, then, that Christ would draw an analogy
between Himself and water, for indeed, He is our unquenchable source of life. What IS surprising
however, is the method deployed by our Lord to accent this divine truth.

Much of today’s Gospel on this, the Sunday of the SAMARITAN WOMAN, centers around what
appears to be an innocent conversation between Christ and a stranger. What is intriguing about
this dialogue is that Christ would engage in such conversation with a woman (unheard of in those
days) and a Samaritan, who were natural enemies of the Jews, in the first place! Their words
begin with a discussion of a material nature: “Give me something to drink,” asks our Lord.

It leads to matters of enormous spiritual and theological signifiance. “Whoever drinks of this water
will thirst again,” He reminds the Samaritan Woman, “but whoever drinks of the waters that I shall
give him will never thrist. For the water that I shall give him will become in him a fountain of water
springing up into everlasting life.” As their talk continues, Jesus ultimately reveals to her that He is
the Messiah: the One Who can satisfy our every need.

The Gospel concludes, with a message from the townspeople to the Samaritan woman: “Now we
believe, not because of what you have said, for we ourselves have heard HIM.” It is important that
we realize that we must, of our own accord, come into that “Living Water” and drink! We must
believe in Christ our of a personal, inner experience of faith.



