“WHO SINNED THAT THIS MAN WAS BORN BLIND?”

The thought of someone being blind from birth touches even the hardest of hearts.
Inagine never seeing a sunset, a field of flowers, a mountain range or a multitude
of other natural wonders with which our Heavenly Father has blessed us.

With this in mind, today we commemorate the Sunday of the MAN BORN BLIND.
It is touching to hear how our Lord gave him his sight. It is troubling, however, to
note how the man was treated after his amazing good fortune!

Even before Christ performed this great miracle, the Apostles questioned their
Master as to who was to blame for this man’s handicap. Was it he, or his parents,
who had sinned? The Lord explains that suffering should not be equated with sin!
Throughout the course of normal events, misfortune invades all of our lives, giving
God opportunities to work His Power through us.

How shameful the Pharisees act when confronted with this miracle. There is no
joy expressed by them. Instead, they were indignant that Christ would do such a
thing on the Sabbath! When the former blind man would not acknowledge that
the Man who healed him was a “sinner,” the Pharisees cast him out from their midst.
Theirs was a more permanent “blindness.”

The message of today’s Gospel is clear: physical blindness is not nearly as bad
as spiritual blindness. This is summarized beautifully in one of the verses from
the Vespers for Today: “I come to you, O Lord, with the eyes of my soul as blind
as the eyes of the man born blind. In repentance, I cry to you: you are the brillant
light for all of those in darkness.”



