
      THOSE WHO DIED FOR THEIR FAITH\ 
 
 
   It has been said that “the blood of the martyrs is the seed of the Church.”  That is to tay, 
the killing of believers in Christ has not destroyed the Faith but in fact has nurtured it 
to greater growth.  The example of those valiant men and woman who have suffered 
and given up their livers for christ has inspired faithful throughout the ages and 
Continues to do so today. 
 
    
We often think that the age of martyrdom has long since passed.  Certainly the  
Calendar of Saints records the amazing stories of the martyrs of the early centuries 
of  the Christian Church.  History records the persecutions by the Roman emperors 
of the era.  But there have been martyrs in everys age, and certainly there have been  
in our times. 
 
   Many martyrs are commemorated druing the course of the year.  Some of these  
are termed “Great Martyrs” for their outstanding witness for Christ.  Other saints who  
were not killed but who suffered much for thir faith are called “Confessors.”  Normally, 
saints are remembered on the day of falling-asleep in Charist, since that day is looked 
upon as their “birthday into eternal life.” 
 
   The icon of our bulletin depicts the GREAT MARTYR KIRIAKIA, born to a pious  
Christian family of Asia Minor in the 3rd century.  When her parents were arrested for 
their faith and sent to prison, Kiriakia carried on missionary work.  She then was 
arrested and sentenced to death by the authorities of Emperor Diocletian.  She fell 
asleep in the Lord at age of 21. 


