THE FALLING ASLEEP OF ST. ANNA

Today’s Bulletin Cover features an icon that is rarely seen: The Falling Asleep of St. Anna. Sacred
tradition of our Holy Church tells us that she was the mother of the Blessed Virgin Mary, who is, of
course, revered as the Mother of God.

Anna is said to have been the daughter of the priest Matthan. She was married to saintly Joachim for
fifty years before finally conceiving the child who would forever be referred to as being “blessed among
women.” So great was their joy at having a child that Joachim and Anna vowed to give that child back to
the Lord, consecrating her to a life of serrvice to Him.

Tradition says that St. Anna died at the age of 79. Our icon shows her in blessed repose, with her
beloved daughter at her feet, along with her devoted husband near her head. At the top of the icon, we see
her venerable soul being carried to the kingdom of heaven by an angel.

St. Anna was reverently remembered by the Christians of the early Church. In the sixth century, the
Emperor Jutinian erected a church in her memory in Constantinople. Later that same century, a
magnificent church was build as a memorial to her in the holy city of Jerusalem. Many of the church
fathers speak warmly and fondly of St. Anna. In several of our liturgical prayers, she, along with
Joachim, are referred to as “Ancestors of God.”



